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April 26, 1994

Mr. William Caton
Acting Secretary
Federal Co..unications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Reply Co...nts of Atlantic Coast Conference
in PP Docket No. 93-21

Dear Mr. Caton:

On behalf of .y client, the Atlantic Coast Conference, I am
filing with your office an original and nine copies a the Reply
Co...nts of the Atlantic Coast Conference in th C01lll\ission' s
Further Notice of Inquiry in PP Docket No. 93-21.

Should you have any questions concerning the above, please
communicate directly with the undersigned.

Sincerely,

~~~
Philip R. Hochberg
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Tba. Atlantic Coaat Conference C"ACe") re.peat:fully .~lta

the tollowinf c~nt. in r ••pon.. to the Coai••ion'. rvtber
Ipti~ Of Inola ("P\lrther Notice") 1ft tIIi. procaedift9, with

.pacific reterenca to cartain o,ppo.ing poaition. expra••ed ~ ~

AII.oclation ot Independent Talavi.lon Itatlcma CltDI'J.'V"). While

the ACC cOJIIIent••y parallal au_i••ion. raceived by the

Camai••iOD traa othar c01la,a conterenoe. and univer.itie., we

faal 1t. 1. 1JIportant to be on record revarding our viaw of the

aajOt' i ••u.. in qu••tion.

Two ttl.... appear to be of particular continuin9 interut to

'the Coal••ion in tha coll"8 .porU oont.xt. The fir.t, cited

~D the ca~le Act of 1112, i. the I..era1 i ••ua of po••ib1a
..

• ltrat.ion of .port. Pl"OCJZ'aaini trOll broadca.t televi.lon to

oabl. pzoOVZ'uaiJ\f Mtvorka and pay-per-vi_ .enloe.. !l1rtber

JIG1a at ! 2. Thi. inquiry taka. on acl4e4 .ipiticana. with tU

r.oontiquration of coll.,. football talavi.ion plan. be;inninv in

1'1'. lAL, at , 30.



Of .p.oial i. ill the "P't't- ....Ja, the cc.a1..1_

..w.••lltly fow it. ealy.i. of .11_ 8POfta pz'Duily on

~oot:ball (lL" a~ , 27), Z'aqu.atiftl aMitional aoaMftU on "1_1

<t.leaa.t:. ot 0011_ football .-. U4 .....alu.iva OOIltZ'aau

_tWMll viclao pl'OCJI'_in9 vudon and 0011... football

aont..en~•• • %4.., at ,al. ftU, ..... raply ~t8 will

Melt ~ H zoa8pOn.i",a a1.oat axclu.ivaly to the.. two i ••u...

I. I!"'WW

Aa O\1tlined ill the !m1Mr -la, th. IldjIri.....rt

·~_tat:iYalY' oonoluded that 0011.... football 1_. pr.viouly

available to broacloa.t televi.iOll bad not aill'atacl to

oabl••••". ~ fbi. oonolQ8ion ....ad. on the baai. of tbe

CNft'eJ\t COll... Poot:ball Aa.ociation (IICrA") Telavi.ion Plan.

JPor .'th. Ace, thi. _nt, on avara,_, troa four to aix 9aM8

t.leviaad on broa4ca.t at.tiona nati..lly or :ratioNllly tb:t'01aIb

'tha CPA Plan, and an avera'8 ot 11 to aa qae. annually available

on ftoadcaat talavi.lon whan coUininv ravion.l .yndication with

the national plan.

_inning In 1"1, arra-.nt. reaobecl with AlC, an aDd

~.ff...on Pllo~ IporU (IIJeffenon pilot" or II.,,") [the ACe

rilbh bolder for ",lonal lIYIldioaticm], vill iner•••• by ....

'tIW\ fifty peroant (lOt) the nua-so of ......vailabl. to the

aonaUMr on ovu-tbe-air telaviaion. All told, •• un)' .. forty

(40) Ace foo1:be.ll I_a aMUally 00\114 b4I t:alavin4 live by tbethr.. entitle. 1i.tad above.
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Put another way, on • typical __ ill the ACe, only OM of

'the four coftferance ,_a .chaclu1ed v1l1 '0 uratelev!•••

XI. nw:r.Um

Givan the Ccmai••ion" .t.ted .....1. on obtainint

nppleaentary inforation r~_l'dlft9 local t.l.oa.t.. of 0011...

football.,...., ••peol_11y •• it re1at.. to aolualvit;r

provi.ione cont.ined within ai.tint aNI tut.ure provr_il\l

apoe.anta, it ai_t. be UI.fu1 to detail the nature of tIM

deCilion. .aes. by the aabeJ" inatitutioftl of the Atlant.io coa.t
C:onfarenc••• to ita approaob on how belt to brin, 0011..e

football to the televi.lon oon.uaar.

cogni.ant that .uffici.nt a4vart.lI11\9 revenue. .- kayed to

audience viewer.hip -- ara n.c••••ry for the televi.lD; of aay

001189. ~oo1:))all property, tiae period _01u.1viti.. have be_

atandard within the ln4u.try. coll... footN11 tal.vi.ion cIoM

not al.t in a vacuUII, it .\l.t cOitpete vith • wid. Y~1.ty ot

alternative prOfl'amaln9 choic•• , 1)O'th .port. and 9aftar.1

entartainaant alike. Th••e exclu.iviti•• ar•••••nti.l in

creating n.edad value for potential ."eni.....
Through It. pr••ant. 1le1aber.hip in the CPA, the ACC

paftlc~pat.a 1n • plan which .... to -inti tb. .at 0011...

f~l1. p ••• to the conl••r on • national and/or r..,lonal

.aia. Di. national pacJcav. ia iaportant in aulta1niftg

vid.apr••d inter••t ln coll.,e football, eff.ctively pr-.ot1Dg

I:»oth th. aport an4 1:hoa. unlv...iti•• ¥hlob .pon.or football at

'tb1. level.

3

-----_._------------------------~



a. _ahani_ of the plan, inoll1diat (1) ~iaa peri04

..luivity, (3) tint ••leotion ot ..... Mhool 9-., aad (3)

'the 12-day Dat:iaa pnvi.iona, U1I all aritlO&l .l_tmt. in

attaptlnl to aOCOllPlle the aboVe. we tllbk tIli. .tnotve

...1111... the oppol'tUnity for the aoanaer to .ee the .It.

I_C') availabl. Oft a livtm 'atU'day. lIoreover, proviliona

allov1ft1 for 1ft.~it.\ltion. to t.l..., on a poin't-to-po1ftt. .11.

(_ok to "local" martet.) durinV the "exol".lve" network. perlod

ar. procoapetitive.

~ .tateel In O'U' OI'i.,in.l o-..ntl C..reb :at, l't3) ,

'televi.ion riptl for other ACe football'.... not oovered ):,y tIae

CPA al'l"e..ent ar. h.ld by Jefferlon .i10t. AgalD, t1u period

..,lualvitle. exl.t in an ettort to MIte an ACC Football G...-ot­

the-Weak paoJca,e eoonoaiaally viule over a ayncliaatecl Mtwork of

incltvidual broadea.t atationa. While law_ental revenue .tr.­
do aOGZ'Ue to ACC ..-r Ich001., of ..-1 it not poeat..

iQOrtanc. froa the weekly .yndioat1on are baafit. lo1nv .yond

dollarla eczuitabl. expowr. ot uab foo~ll PJ'opou and

1mlv••i t1' in the confereno. aor08. our .ix-ltata 1'81101'1

har...ed awarene•• and viaibility ot CNZ' unlvaraiti•• to

pro'l**lve atudent. and athlet.H1 aDd crYel"al1 publio relat1..

-aJMI°°goodVl11 aelvant.... for ••veral Uftlver.ity cOrlltituanol..

(CNZ'Z'ent at11dantl, alWln!, local ~lty, eta.).

%'t ia pvticularly relevant to note that ftO provl.1on of ....

ACC/3P Atre.-n~ ~••U1ota local indepeft48ftt at.tiona troa

acqu1Z"1n; rlpta 'to ~... ,.... trca Jefteraon-Pilot, and thereby

,aining weakly ace••• to Ace football. !bua,.t le••t in our

•



r ..ton, local .taot!.. are not "preolwte4 fna ~t.int for

l00al 0011.,••pon. ripta" a. OOft~ by IIITV. In taft, ACC

t~ll i. cani_ on aoaa indepencleM, .L.L., non-n.t.vork

.utlon••

Beyond GJ.. inwnu.zy, .0 10ftI' •• ,.... are ~ tal.vi...

h..4-to-heacl with paoJca,. v...., the ACC/D a;ruun't all..

....... in.t1tutiona to 11 ~o oth.n any of it. IInMr

Iutltution.' hOM " In our vi_, the fact that tbi. 1. .

not readily ooouninv ••y. aor. aboUt tbe realiti•• of the

urk.tplao. than the ..pr.clu.iven..... of the Cl'A or J.ff... •

Pilot .'r....nt.. ltnowinw that. the r_iftinq ,.... availabl. to

be t.l.vi••d from each .cl\ool will be of l ••••r value Ca. tMy

are not the top ••lection.), and acoount1", for the reali.ation

that live t.levi.ion typically iapact. attendance natatively, our

achoola are uftd.ratandably reluctant to "ov~axpoae· their

product and .iailarly j.opareli•• a revenue .tre.. [football "U
reoeipt.] which i. otten the equal of ov.rall football hl...!.!on

rec.ipt.. C.layael teleoa.t. (which .1'. '-llove4 under the ACC/JP

atre..ent), or no t.l.e••t. at all, baaaae the preferred option,

&ad .houl. p~~ly ~...in well within the praroqativa of aadb

iutitution. Thi. i. oertainly true of the current CPA plan, and

"ill cmly Maoae aqnif1ed with the pout 1nor•••• in ),roado••t

-.po.ure. etf.ctiv.ly beginning with the 1'" ....on.

%X!. QAlRLpllQI

In .hon, ~. curren1:1y i. A.ovn aol'. col1.,. footMll Oft

over-~b.-air ~el.vi.ion than ev.1' before _. an4 in 1... than 'two



yean ". vil1 be ....iftt .igftifioantly to ... ~ea_ record

II--ra. !'be .oon~raatual e.olwl1.vltl_ in CI\l••~lon alat to&' a

.1apl. rea.oft. to ....t. a ..aniftt'hl ..rt.t tor the t.leouta

ot A.CC tootall ,..... .iJailarly, with liv. 001189- football

t.lecaata (ot~an 0VtII"1app1hf) ava11.ltl. tor over 12 oona.auti".

hov. aYtIJY 'aturday 1n the fall, •• thiM th.· -))en.tit" to the

~.1_v1a10n oon.uaer 1. equally atraithttorward.

_ril.2', 1114

IHpeGttully .uJ:aJ.~teel,

A,'l'LAJIn
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